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Abstract: The colonial experiences of the Philippines have greatly influenced the 

preservation of the nation’s literary cultural heritage and built cultural heritage. 

Apparently, colonial experience has defined how heritage is treated and conserved. 

The colonial legacy has set a precedent that destroys the old practices, ways of life, 

structures and edifices to favor the creation of a new set of world order, thus setting a 

culture of neglect and disregard for cultural heritage conservation. Apparently, the 

politics of memory and the quest for a new identity has influenced how heritage 

conservation is defined and perceived. From the time before the Philippines was 

discovered by the Europeans and the way the nation was passed on from one 

colonizer to another, minimal sense of heritage conservation was develop
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properly maintain and adaptively reuse their 

properties. The Heritage Ordinance is an offshoot 

of a previous ordinance that created the Silay 

Heritage District the previous year. Moreover, the 

Heritage Ordinance identified cultural districts for 

tourists and investors thus requiring necessary 

clearance from the Office of the Building Official of 

the City’s Engineering Office for renovations and 

modifications of existing structures and 

constructing of future facilities (Sembrano, 2015). 

 In 2016, the Silay City Heritage 

Conservation Project won second place in the 11th 

Pearl Awards of the Association of Tourism Officers 

and the Department of Tourism. Hence, heritage 

advocates are lobbying for the inclusion of Silay’s 

sugar heritage sites in the UNESCO list of World 

Heritage Sites. Apart from heritage houses, the city 
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6. CONCLUSION 

In the advocacy for cultural heritage 

conservation, the adage “if it doesn’t pay it doesn’t 

stay” has provided great limitations for heritage 

communities. It situates cultural heritage and 

economic development as two opposing views and 

extremely incompatible such that it is considered 

that to reduce poverty is to reduce heritage and to 

preserve heritage means to preserve poverty. As 

such, any investment connected to heritage 

conservation is perceived as a losing investment 

(Barthel-Bouchier, 2013).  

Apparently, the pervasive cultural apathy 

that prevails in the Philippines was brought by the 

perception that cultural heritage has no use and 

implies no return of investment. Instead, 

investment in cultural heritage is seen as a dead 

end with insurmountable costs than benefits 

(Baker, 2010). This narrative summarizes the 

plight of cultural heritage in the Philippines, oral 

or written, tangible or intangible, movable or 

immovable. Anything related to cultural heritage is 

considered as holding on to the backward past and 

considering the implications of the modern society 

were everything happens at the touch of fingertips, 

the next generation already forgot what is it with 

the thing in the past. For some, relieving cultural 

heritage is just trying to get to know history or just 

getting a glimpse of what was in the past through 

selfies and souvenirs that can be shared to the 

social media for five seconds of fame and glamour. 

It is very rare to find people today who really care 

about the past.  

This has been an ideal testimonial of what 

Jose Rizal provided in his essay Filipinas Dentro de 

Cien Años (The Philippine A Century Hence), 

appeared in La Solidaridad, September 1889 – 

January 1890 edition, which argues that: 

“At a terribly critical time when an entire 

people was 
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