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Abstract: “Eschatology (belief on the last things) is the keystone of the edifice of the whole
building together” (Polkinghorne, 2002, p. 140) In the Catholic faith, this belief is expressed in
the Apostle’s Creed which proclaims that “Christ has died and was raised to life, will come
again to judge the living and dead, and that there will the resurrection of the dead and life
everlasting” (Leal, 2019, p. 1) However, in traditional Catholic manuals, this doctrine only
appears in the last section as if it was merely an appendix .

Over the years, however, eschatology moved to the heart of theological interest. Several
factors contributed to this renewed interest. Among them is the occurrence of man-made or
natural calamities and disasters such as, incessant armed conflicts, horrifying earthquakes
and typhoons, severe inundations, and other ecological disasters in many parts of the world.

Since these disasters are also narrated in the First Gospel (Mt 24:1-31), the discourse is often
construed as predictions on the occurrence of the “end times.” But did Matthew envision such
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will be the unparalleled, final and definitive great
affliction (v. 21). But “those days” of great affliction
prior to the end will be shortened for the sake of the
elect (v. 22).

In the next section (vv. 23-28), Jesus still addresses
the question of “when” interposed by the disciples
in v. 3c. It begins with an announcement of place,
“the Christ is here or there” (v. 23), and moves to
an announcement that the Christ is in the dessert
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On one hand, Matthew also identifies who are the
ad extra. They are the deceivers who will lead the
eklektoi astray (vv. 4-5, 11, 23-26). They are the
people who will subject the righteous ones to
torture and death because of the latter’s association
with Jesus (v. 9). These outsiders will sow
lawlessness or wickedness—so intense and
widespread that it threatens to destroy the eklektoi
(Davidson, 1985, p. 632). However, unlike the
vindication of the righteous, these evildoers will be
discredited. Thus, in v. 30b, Matthew states that
when the Son of Man comes to render judgement,
those who opposed Jesus and his followers will
bewail their condemnation (Meier, 1980, p. 287).

b) As Explanation of Current
Circumstances

The eschatological discourse does not only
distinguish the righteous from the wicked; it also
throws light on the difficult situation that besets
Matthew and his community. They will suffer
because of who they are—Christians (v. 9b). Their
association with Jesus will bring upon them no
insignificant discomfort, but trouble that crushes
(Morris, 1995, p. 599, n. 18). Indeed, a terrible fate
is in store for them. Yet, there is meaning to all
these afflictions. They suffer because of their
religious convictions.

Matthew also assures his followers that the
debilitating current crisis is not the result of
unexpected and meaningless accidents of history.
These events against which the disciples are
sufficiently forewarned (v. 25), are part of God's
plan for humanity and cosmos (Gabel, et al, p.
149). Therefore, these events “must take place” (v.
6¢). Indeed, Matthew exhibits such determinism in
his discourse. However, unlike the determination
which characterized the Hellenistic thought (for the
Greeks, time is not an upward sloping line with
beginning and end, but rather as a circle. Time
moves about in the eternal circular course in which
everything keeps recurring. Cf. Cullman, 1950, p.
52.), Matthew's view of history is not static
(Conyers, p. 5), that is, he does not present the
eschatological events as a grandiose cycle. Rather,
he views these occurrences as progressively
marching towards a divinely directed goal: the final
consummation of the parousia (vv. 29-31).

These explanations which situate the sufferings of
the Matthean community within the context of
discipleship and God's mysterious scheme, not only
clarify the current situation of the community; they
also provide the distressed members the wellspring
from which they can draw the waters of consolation
and hope in the midst of their difficulties.

c) As Encouragement and Hope for
the Future

The belief that the turbulent past was determined,
and that the present crisis is taking place the way
it was predicted, assure the alienated Matthean
community that the future will also unfold
according to the prophecies of an authoritative
figure. Hence, to give credibility to his future
expectations, the Matthew employs OT prophecies
in his discourse (Beasley-Murray, 1993, p. 327).
These prophecies which are reinterpreted in new
perspective, are now presented in the discourse as
prophecies of Jesus (Reddish, 1997, p. 110).
Prominent among these prophecies is the Parousia
of the Son of Man (vv.3d; 30a). Repeatedly,
Matthew emphasized that the Son of Man will
come to render judgement. His coming means the
vindication of the maskilim (v. 13) and the
suffering of the massa perditionis (v. 30b).

The thought that steadfastness merits salvation
and brings unimaginable blessings (v. 13), clearly
imparts encouragement and elicits hope for the
disciples of Jesus. This conviction is further
enhanced by the expectation that the vindication
will unfold in the immediate future. This means
that the disciples do not only live in the certainty
that the present situation will be reversed, but they
also have the assurance that it will take place soon.

Although the eschatological discourse provides such
consolation, Matthew is cautious not to indicate the
precise time by which the Parousia can be known.
Given the difficult situation of his community, such
proposal is alluring. However, putting forward
such expectation is clearly disastrous in the long
term if the predicted date of the Parousia does not
occur. As such, even as Matthew strongly affirms
the imminence of the Parousia, he is just as forceful
to emphasize his lack of knowledge of the precise
timing of its occurrence.
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will be committed during this period of moral









